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SGB NO. 8 
BY:  SENATORS HEBERT, HARDING, LOGA, AND VOSS  
 
A BILL 
TO AMEND THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT BYLAWS TO ADD AN ARTICLE 
ADDRESSING LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT CAUCUSES AND TO ESTABLISH RULES 
CONCERNING AND DEFINING THE FOUNDING PROCESS, GOVERNING, PROTECTION AND 
LIMITATIONS OF CAUCUSES FORMED WITHIN LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT AND ALSO 
TO AMEND RULES 4.1, 6.4E, AND 6.4F OF THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT RULES OF 
ORDER 
 
PARAGRAPH 1: WHEREAS, IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH A SET OF LAWS BY WHICH 
LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT CAUCUSES WILL BE FOUNDED, 
GOVERNED, PROTECTED, AND LIMITED BY THE LSU STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT AND ITS MEMBERSHIP, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 2: WHEREAS, THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND MANY STATE 
LEGISLATURES UTITLIZE CAUCUSES TO ADDRESS VARIOUS FORMS 
OF REPRESENTATION, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 3: WHEREAS, THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATE APPROVED 
THE CREATION OF THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT BLACK 
CAUCUS BY PASSING STUDENT GOVERNMENT CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION NUMBER 25 ON MARCH 2, 2011, THEREBY CREATING 
LEGISLATIVE PRECENDENT FOR LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
CAUCUSES, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 4: WHEREAS, THERE IS CURRENTLY NO ARTICLE ADDRESSING THE 
FORMATION PROCESS, GOVERNANCE, PROTECTION, OR 
LIMITATIONS OF CAUCUSES IN LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 5: WHEREAS, THE PROPOSED ARTICLE SHALL BE INSERTED AFTER 
ARTICLE XI, MAKING THE PROPOSED ARTICLE ON CAUCUSES 
ARTICLE XII AND ADJUSTING THE NUMBERING OF EACH 
SUBSEQUENT ARTICLE BY ONE, CHANGING THE CURRENT 
ARTICLE XII TO ARTICLE XIII, ETC., FOR THE SAKE OF 
CONTINUITY AND CLARITY WITHIN THE BYLAWS, AND 
 





SECTION 1. THE DEFINITION AND PURPOSE OF A CAUCUS 
 
A CAUCUS IS DEFINED AS A BODY THAT MEETS TO PURSUE 
COMMON LEGISLATIVE OBJECTIVES, GENERALLY REPRESENTING A 
GROUP THAT SHARES SOME COMMON IDEOLOGY, RELIGION, RACE, 
ETHNICITY, CULTURE, GENDER, OR SPECIAL INTEREST. CAUCUSES 
ARE USED TO PROMOTE ORGANIZED REPRESENTATION OF GROUPS 
AND THEIR NEEDS BY HELPING FORMULATE CONCEPTS FOR 
LEGISLATION OR ENGAGING THEIR MEMBERS IN ACTIVITIES THAT 
HELP TO FURTHER THE CAUSES CENTRAL TO THE CAUCUS’ 
STATED PURPOSE. 
 
SECTION 2. DEFINING THE MEMBERSHIP OF CAUCUSES 
 
 
A. ANY FULL OR PART-TIME STUDENTS WHO ATTEND MEETINGS 
AND PARTICIPATE IN CAUCUS ACTIVITIES MAY BE CONSIDERED 
A  MEMBER, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CAUCUS’ LEGISLATIVE 
FRAMEWORK AND MISSION STATEMENT.. 
 
SECTION 3. LEADERSHIP OF CAUCUSES AND THEIR DUTIES 
 
A. THE FORMAL LEADERSHIP OF ALL CAUCUSES SHALL BE MADE 
UP OF A CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON. CANDIDATES 
FOR BOTH POSITIONS MUST BE APPROVED THROUGH 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS, PASSED BY A TWO THIRDS (2/3)  
VOTE OF THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATE; 
NOMINEES FOR CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR POSITIONS MUST BE 
SELECTED FROM WITHIN THE CAUCUS ACCORDING TO THE 
QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED BY THE GOVERNING DOCUMENTS 
OF SAID CAUCUS AND ITS AMENDMENTS.  
 
B. BOTH CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR POSITIONS WILL BE SEMESTER-
LONG TERMS AND ARE CONSIDERED SUBJECT TO ARTICLE VI, 
SECTION 2.A OF THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
CONSTITUTION, CONCERNING THE PROCESS OF 
IMPEACHMENT. 
 
C. NEITHER OF THESE PRESIDING OFFICERS MAY HOLD THESE 
POSITIONS WHILE SEEKING THE OFFICE OF LSU STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT PRESIDENT OR VICE PRESIDENT, OR WHILE 
HOLDING A SENATE COMMITTEE HEAD POSITION. 
 
D. DUTIES OF THE CHAIR: 
1. THE CHAIR MUST ACT AS THE PRESIDING OFFICER OF 
CAUCUS MEETINGS; THEY SHALL FACILITATE THE 
ORDER OF MEETINGS. 
2. HE OR SHE SHALL ESTABLISH THE MEETING AGENDAS 
THROUGH CONSULTATION WITH THE VICE CHAIR. 
3. HE OR SHE SHALL MAINTAIN COMMUNICATION WITH 
ALL BRANCH HEADS AND OTHER STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT MEMBERS AS DEEMED NECESSARY AND 
IMPORTANT TO CARRY OUT THE WORK OF THE 
CAUCUS. 
4. HE OR SHE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CAUCUS 
REPORT (SEE SECTION 7). 
 
E. DUTIES OF THE VICE CHAIR: 
1. THE VICE CHAIR SHALL ACT AS THE PRESIDING 
OFFICER IN THE ABSENSE OF THE CHAIR, FULFILLING 
ALL OF THE DUTIES OF THE CHAIR DURING THE 
COURSE OF THE MEETING. 
2. THE VICE CHAIR SHALL SERVE AS A LIAISON FOR THE 
CAUCUS AND THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATE 
AND EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL BRANCHES. 
3. THE VICE CHAIR SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR 
RECORDING MINUTES OF THE CAUCUS MEETINGS AND 
MAKING THESE MINUTES AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC 
VIA THE CAUCUS WEBSITE AND TO THE LSU STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT VIA EMAIL. 
 
SECTION 4. DETERMINING ACTIVE AND INACTIVE STATUSES OF 
CAUCUSES 
 
A. CAUCUSES MUST HAVE AT LEAST FIVE (5) MEMBERS TO 
MAINTAIN AN ACTIVE STATUS; A CAUCUS THAT DOES NOT 
MEET THIS REQUIREMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED INACTIVE. A 
CAUCUS CAN BE REACTIVED ONCE THIS MEMBERSHIP 
REQUIREMENT IS ONCE AGAIN MET. 
 
B. CAUCUSES SHALL SUBMIT ROLLS TO THE SENATE SECRETARY 
OF THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF ACTIVE AND ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS EACH SEMESTER BY THE FOURTH (4TH) LEGISLATIVE 
WEEK SO AS TO DETERMINE ACTIVE OR INACTIVE STATUS. 
 
C. A CAUCUS IN INACTIVE STATUS CANNOT SELECT A CHAIR OR 
VICE CHAIR AND CANNOT HOLD REGULAR MEETINGS AS 
RECOGNIZED BY THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT. 
 
SECTION 5. REGULAR CAUCUS MEETINGS 
 
EACH LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT CAUCUS SHALL HOLD 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS. TIME AND PLACE OF THE 
MEETING ARE TO BE ANNOUNCED AT LEAST TWO (2) CLASS DAYS IN 
ADVANCE DURING THE CAUCUS REPORTS, SENT IN AN EMAIL VIA 
THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT LISTSERV, OR POSTED ON THE LSU 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT WEBSITE. THESE MEETINGS MUST BE 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
SECTION 6. MEETINGS PROHIBITED DURING REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT BRANCH MEETINGS 
 
NO CAUCUS MAY HOLD REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETINGS AT 
THE SAME TIME AND DATE ON WHICH AN OFFICIAL BRANCH 
MEETING (SENATE MEETING, EXECUTIVE BRANCH MEETING, 
JUDICIAL BRANCH MEETING) HOLDS ITS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETINGS. 
 
SECTION 7. CAUCUS REPORT 
 
A. ALL CAUCUSES SHALL SUBMIT A WRITTEN REPORT TO THE 
SENATE SECRETARY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER EACH 
CAUCUS MEETING. THE REPORT MUST LIST: 
1. THE NAME OF THE CAUCUS, 
2. THE DATE, TIME, AND PLACE OF THE CAUCUS 
MEETING, 
3. NAMES OF ATTENDING MEMBERS, 
4. MINUTES OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED DURING THE 
COURSE OF THE MEETINGS IN DETAIL, AS SUPPLIED BY 
THE VICE CHAIR. 
 
B. THE CAUCUS CHAIRPERSON SHALL SIGN THE CAUCUS REPORT 
AND HE OR SHE SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ACCURACY OF 
THE REPORT. 
 
C. THE CAUCUS CHAIRPERSON, OR THEIR DESIGNATED 
REPRESENTATIVE, MAY REPORT AT SENATE MEETINGS 
DURING ITS ALLOTTED TIME IN THE SENATE ORDER OF 
BUSINESS UNLESS NO MEETING WAS CONDUCTED. 
 
SECTION 8. RESTRICTIONS ON CAUCUSES 
 
A. CAUCUSES ARE NOT GOVERNING BODIES, AND THEREFORE, 
CANNOT ISSUE ORDERS OR PASS LEGISLATION. CAUCUSES MAY, 
HOWEVER, ACT AS VEHICLES FOR SOLIDARITY AND 
ROUNDTABLES FOR DISCUSSIONAMONG CAUCUS MEMBERS, AS 
WELL AS BEING GROUPS THAT MAY DISSEMINATE 
INFORMATION RELEVANT TO ISSUES CONCERNING 
CONSTITUENTS REPRESENTED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE 
CAUCUS TO MEMBERS OF THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
AND THEIR CONSTITUENTS. 
 
B. A CAUCUS MAY FORMALLY ENDORSE SPECIFIC PIECES OF 
LEGISLATION; A CAUCUS MAY NOT ENDORSE SPECIFIC 
MEMBERS OF LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT FOR COMMITTEE 
OR LEADERSHIP POSITIONS, NOR MAY THEY ENDORSE 
CANDIDATES IN LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS AS 
A CAUCUS. INDIVIDUALS WITHIN THE CAUCUS ARE NOT 
SUBJECT TO THIS RESTRICTION. 
 
SECTION 9. FOUNDING AND RATIFICATION OF CAUCUSES 
 
A. IN ORDER TO FOUND A CAUCUS, THERE MUST BE AT LEAST FIVE 
(5) CURRENT MEMBERS OF LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT TO 
FOUND THE CAUCUS. CAUCUSES SHALL BE FORMED THROUGH 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS. 
 
B. THE CAUCUS MUST ESTABLISH A MISSION STATEMENT 
DEFINING THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THE CAUCUS AND THE 
STUDENTS ON CAMPUS THAT THE CAUCUS WISHES TO 
FORMALLY REPRESENT IN THE LSU STUDENT GOVERNMENT. 
 
C. THE CAUCUS MUST ESTABLISH A PLATFORM DEFINING THE 
AIMS OF THE CAUCUS AS A WHOLE AND ITS MEMBERSHIP; THIS 
INCLUDES GOALS FOR LEGISLATION, PROJECTS, PROGRAMS, 
AND OTHER OBJECTIVES THAT THE CAUCUS SHALL BE 
AFFILIATED WITH. 
 
D. WHEN THE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION IS PRESENTED TO THE 
STUDENT GOVERNMENT SENATE, THE AUTHOR SHALL MOVE 
TO HAVE THE LEGISLATION BE REFFERED TO JOINT 
COMMITTEE; THIS JOINT COMMITTEE SHALL BE MADE UP OF 
THE STUDENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE AND THE COMMITTEE 
ON RULES. 
 
SECTION 10: CAUCUS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS 
A. GOVERNING DOCUMENTS MUST INCLUDE THE QUALIFICATIONS 
NECESSARY TO SERVE AS A CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-
CHAIRPERSON OF THE CAUCUS, WHICH MAY INCLUDE, BUT 
ARE NOT LIMITED TO, MEMBERSHIP IN THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT OR RELATED STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE CAUCUS.  
 
PARAGRAPH 7: WHEREAS, IN ORDER TO INCLUDE CAUCUSES IN THE ORDER OF 
BUSINESS BEOFRE THE SENATE, IT IS NECESSARY TO AMEND 
CHAPTER 4: ORDER OF BUSINESS IN THE STUDENT GOVERNMENT 
RULES OF ORDER, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 8: WHEREAS, SENATE RULE 4.1 SHALL NOW READ: 
 
RULE 4.1 ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
THE ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE STUDENT SENATE SHALL BE AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. MOMENT OF SILENCE 
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
D. INDUCTION OF NEW SENATORS 
E. ROLL CALL 
F. PUBLIC INPUT 
G. READING, CORRECTION, AND ADOPTION OF THE 
MINUTES 
H. NEW BUSINESS 
1. ALL BILLS 
2. CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS 
3. RESOLUTIONS 
I. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  1. STANDING COMMITTEES 
2. STUDENT COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED BY THE 
BYLAWS 
 3. TEMPORARY COMMITTEES ESTABLISHED BY 
SENATE RESOLUTION 
 J.         CAUCUS REPORTS 
K. EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS 
L. JUDICIAL OFFICER REPORTS 
M. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1. CONSIDERATION OF VETO 
2. RECONSIDERATION 
3. CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS THAT 
PERTAIN TO APPOINTMENTS 
4. FINANCE BILLS 
5. RESOLUTIONS 
6. CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS 
7. ALL OTHER BILLS 
8. EXECUTIVE ORDERS 
9. LEGISLATIVE ORDERS 
N. LEGISLATIVE OFFICER REPORTS 
O. ADVISOR REPORTS 
P. PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, AND OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 
Q. ADJOURNMENT 
 
PARAGRAPH 9: WHEREAS, IN ORDER TO FORMALIZE THE ROLE OF COMMITTEE 
ON RULES IN THE PROCESS OF CREATING CAUCUSES, IT IS 
NECESSARY TO AMEND RULE 6.4E, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 10: WHEREAS, SENATE RULE 6.4E SHALL NOW READ: 
 
E. RULES: TO THIS COMMITTEE SHALL BE REFERRED ALL 
LEGISLATION AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO THE  
FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 
 
1. SERVICES OF OR FOR THE STUDENT SENATE, ITS 
MEMBERS AND/OR ITS COMMITTEES. 
2. ALL CONSTITUTION AND/OR BYLAW AMENDMENTS. 
3. LEGISLATIVE RULES AND PROCEDURES. 
4. ELECTIONS AND ELECTION BOARD. 
5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSONS TO OFFICE IN THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT. 
6. CAUCUSES AND THEIR FORMATION; THESE PIECES OF 
LEGISLATION WILL BE REVIEWED IN A JOINT COMMITTEE 
MEETING WITH THE STUDENT OUTREACH COMMITTEE. 
7. OTHER MATTERS AS ORDERED BY THE STUDENT SENATE. 
 
 
PARAGRAPH 11: WHEREAS, IN ORDER TO FORMALIZE THE ROLE OF THE STUDENT 
OUTREACH COMMITTEE IN THE PROCESS OF CREATING 
CAUCUSES, IT IS NECESSARY TO AMEND RULE 6.4F, AND 
 
PARAGRAPH 12: WHEREAS, SENATE RULE 6.4F SHALL NOW READ: 
 
F. STUDENT OUTREACH: TO THIS COMMITTEE SHALL 
BE REFERRED ALL LEGISLATION AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING 
TO THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS: 
 
1. ALL MATTERS RELATED TO, INCLUDING FACILITATION 
OF, THE “ORGS2GEAUX” PROGRAM. 
2. STUDENT-RELATED AUXILIARIES. 
3. UNIVERSITY DISCIPLINARY REGULATIONS. 
4. CULTURAL AFFAIRS AND PROGRAMS.  
5. ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO STUDENTS’ 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES. 
6. SCHOOL AND COLLEGE COUNCIL AFFAIRS GENERALLY. 
7. STUDENT GROUPS AND ORGANIZATIONS. 
8. ENTERTAINMENT EVENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS. 
9. ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO FREE SPEECH ALLEY. 
10. ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE. 
11. ALL MATTERS PERTAINING TO THE SATISFACTION OF 
THE DUTIES OF SENATORS. 
12. CAUCUSES AND THEIR FORMATION; THESE PIECES OF 
LEGISLATION WILL BE REVIEWED IN A JOINT COMMITTEE 
MEETING WITH THE COMMITTEE ON RULES. 
13. OTHER MATTERS AS ORDERED BY THE STUDENT SENATE. 
 
 
PARAGRAPH 13: THIS BILL SHALL TAKE EFFECT UPON PASSAGE BY A TWO-THIRDS 
(2/3) VOTE OF THE LSU STUDENT SENATE AND SIGNATURE BY 
THE PRESIDENT, UPON LAPSE OF TIME FOR PRESIDENTIAL 
ACTION, OR IF VETOED BY THE PRESIDENT AND SUBSEQUENTLY 











































Brooksie Bonvillain   J Ryan Hudson 
Speaker of the Senate  Student Body President 
 
Date:____________________ Date:___________________ 
